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Presidentôs Report 

 - John Buckley 

It seems almost incredible that we are 

now in April 2017.  

We have made steady progress since our 

Annual General Meeting in December, 

with the highlight being a wonderful 

presentation on Dr. Ewen Frazer by Colin 

Strachan at The Australian Golf Club, 

reported in detail later in the newsletter.  

Also, an active hickory program is underway thanks to the 

enthusiasm and dedication of Ross Howard. Weather has 

not been on his side, but it has not detracted from a 

wonderful number of events going forward. 

Discussions have continued about the prospect of a National 

Golf Museum. Golf Australia and the Golf Society of Australia 

are most enthusiastic about a Melbourne venue ï possibly at 

the Sandringham Golf Club. We the committee support the 

idea but it is fair to say it is early days. 

We have almost concluded our strategic plan and when 

completed will be presented to our members and 

benefactors, particularly Golf NSW and the PGA.  

Visitation to the museum is still lacking. As good as the 

museum is, it is still not appreciated by the golfing community 

at large. Perhaps as we move forward an alternative venue 

closer to the city might and should be considered.  

2016-17 Membership 

Annual membership renewal  subscriptions are due as at 1 July each year. Any Society member who has not yet renewed 
their membership is still most welcome to do so. Membership remains at $30-00 per annum, and payment options are: 

By cheque: 
  
The Treasurer 
Australian Golf Heritage Society Inc. 
299A Epsom Rd 
CHIPPING NORTON NSW 2170 

OR 

By EFT: 
  
Commonwealth Bank 
BSB: 062-692 
Account Number: 25203687 
(Please include remitter name with your payment) 
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The Australian Golf Championship Meeting began on the 

course of the Australian G.C. at Botany on Wednesday, 

when the Stroke Handicap was played, and the first section 

practically concluded with the completion of the open 

championship rounds on Saturday.  

The second section, comprising the amateur championship, 

professional match, bogey handicap, foursomes 

championship, and mixed foursomes, occupies this week.  

There was a break in the delightful weather golfers had been 

experiencing, when Wednesday morning broke with high, 

cold, wind and rain. The large entry of 86 had to be handled, 

and so a start at noon was necessary and the early men 

were handicapped by the weather conditions, which 

moderated considerably later in the afternoon.  

Men who had been doing from 74 up in practice returned 

cards well in the 80's or even more, and the two best rounds 

were those of Mr. Soutar, who stood alone on scratch, and 

Mr. J. D. Howden, who received one from him. Both took 81. 

The winner proved to be Mr. S. G. Clift of Maitland, who was 

altogether too lenientIy treated by the handicappers.  

With a limit handicap he returned 74. On the day the scratch 

and short handicap men were set too hard a task, but 

otherwise the results were close, the best cards being: 

S. G. Clift . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   92   18=74            

H. B. Gritton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84    8=76                                                    

J. B. Halligan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  89  12=77                 

W. B. Fairfax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  89  12=77                                                 

Parke Pope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  96  18=78                                                

F. J. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  96  18=78                                                   

C. L. Mackenzie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85    6=79                                          

W. H. Padfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  88    9=79                  

L. Berckelman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  94  15=79                                            

J. Sandes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91  11=80                                                   

G. W. Holdship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87    7=80                                      

Clyde Pearce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86    6=80                                                                      

R. J. Pope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 91  11=80                                                

J. D. Howden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81    1=80                                                 

R. Worrall . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . 94  14=80                                                 

O. H. O'Brien . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86    6=80                   

D. G. Soutar . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .81  sc=81                                                    

J. C. D. Jones . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . 97  16=81                                                   

F. Hargreaves . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . 84    3=81 

The 1904 Golf Championships of Australia 

Held at Botany.  

ððïðð-ďððïðð- 

BY FOOZLER. 

ððð 
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The Golf Championships (cont.) 

 

 

Thursday proved a delightful day, and as the inter-state 

matches ð which it is hoped will be an annual featureð were 

inaugurated that day there was a large attendance of 

spectators. Mr. F. M. Douglass, for the Victorian Golf 

Association, selected the Victorian team from the material 

available, and the match committee of the meeting, 

consisting of Messrs. E. J. B. Macarthur and Dr. Frazer (of 

the A.G.C.), E. P. Simpson (captain of the Royal Sydney), 

and J. Kidd (president of the S. and C. Association), chose 

the New South Wales team on immediate form, some good 

men being left out because they had not been out of practice.  

The interest of the crowd chiefly centred in the meeting of the 

amateur champion with Mr. J. D. Howden, who was his 

runner-up at Adelaide last year, and the Victorians were 

keenly desirous that their man should win back his laurels. As 

the match progressed it became so dramatic and exciting that 

it practically absorbed the whole "gallery." In other respects it 

was interesting in the contrast, between the phlegmatic 

temperament of the champion, who had learned his golf at 

Carnoustie, and his nervy rival, whose golfing alma mater 

was at North Berwick. The physical contrast of the lean and 

wiry Howden and the burly Soutar was equally striking.  

From the first tee Soutar sliced a long ball, which landed 

under the bank of one of the bunkers to the second green in 

long couch. He got it away and a few yards over, but 

Howden's beautiful straight drive and long, straight second 

left no room for mistakes, and when Soutar's approach ran 

across the green and over the bank on the other side he 

required 7 to hole against Howden's 5.  

A couple of fives at the second and of fours at the third left 

the position unaltered. Both playing beautifully had puts for 3 

at the third. At the fourth iron shots left both on the green 

within 6ft of the hole. Howden missed his put, and took 3. 

Soular, with a 2, brought the match square. Two fine drives 

and good approaches at the fifth left the contestants on the 

green - Soutar close to its edge, Howden with a practicable 3. 

Soutar's long put for 3 stopped on the edge of the hole, and 

stymied Howden, but they had agreed on no stymie, and both 

took 4.  

From the sixth tee Soutar sent a long ball to the bunker at the 

left of the green. Howden struck a thin slab on the 

Chinaman's wire fence, and bounced back into the gorse in 

almost an unplayable position. Curiously enough he had not 

read the local rule on his card, permitting him to lift and drop, 

and as it took him two to get out he picked up. Soutar, with a 

short shot out of the bunker and a wonderful long put notched 

3, and was 1 up.  

 

 

 

Both were well on the seventh green from their drives, Soutar 

the farthest, awayð perhaps 40ft. Favoured by the slope he 

rimmed the hole, and Howden also took 3. Both were well 

over by the green at the eighth in two, Soutar again having 

the worst of position. He just missed the hole in a long-put 

alter his approach; so did Howden, and 5 each was recorded.  

Off the ninth tee the balls were close together in the long 

grass to the left. So alike was the driving throughout that 

some one suggested that it was not worth walking back to the 

tees, and they might as well drop their balls together. Their 

seconds were short of the hill top and in the rough to the left, 

Howden's ball being also in gorse. Soutar foozled an 

approach put, only going a few feet, and Howden missed a 

short put, taking 7 to Soutar's 6. Thus they turned with the 

Sydney man 2 up.  

At the tenth Soutar overran his second, and also missed a 

short put, taking 5 against Howden's 4. The eleventh resulted 

in two 3's. At the twelfth Soutar sliced into the rough, and had 

to avoid trees with his second, while Howden was beautifully 

straight. Soutar also missed a short put, and 4 to Howden 

against 5 brought them square.  

By this time the excitement was intense. Each good stroke 

was applauded, and there was a gasp from either party as a 

contestant missed a short put. At the 13th Howden got into 

the rough at the left from a pull, while Soutar was quite 

straight and lying short of the bunker guarding the green after 

a very long tee shot, but his approach landed in a soft spot 

and did not run up. Two 5's were scored.   

At the fourteenth Soutar just missed a 2, and won 3 to 5, his 

opponent being applauded for his dexterity in getting out of a 

nasty' clump of furze after his drive overran the green to the 

left. This put the N.S.W. man again 1 up.  

At the fifteenth Soutar had to play the odd, and landed his 

second for safety short of the ditch. Howden thereupon took 

all risks, and applause was general as a splendidly daring 

ball stopped on the green. The 4 against 5 might have been 

3, but it brought the match square again.  

At the sixteenth two 4's, at the seventeenth two 5's (Soutar 

missing a short put), and two fine drives and seconds left the 

opponents on the last green with the game depending on 

their puts.  
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The Golf Championships (cont.) 

 

 

Soutar had to put from the further edge, about 30ft, and made 

a splendid effort, just missing the hole. Howden, apparently 

nervous, after deliberation, missed a put of about 6ft, and so 

both holing in 4. One of the most exciting matches seen in 

Sydney finished square, the contestants shaking hands amid 

cheers. The scores were approximate 78's. 

ððððððððððð 

Behind was Mr. Macneil, having a homeric battle with the 

Hon. M. Scott. The Victorian was 3 up at the thirteenth, but 

the veteran was not to be denied, and by brilliant play took 

the next four holes, and was 1 up. A very long put on the last 

green enabled Scott to halve that hole, but the ex-Australian 

champion had won the match.  

Other of the contests were very keen, and excellent golf was 

shown. E. P. Simpson did 78, and was 2 up on N. E. 

Brookes, H. L. Hyland was 4 up on E. J. B. Macarthur (who 

was trying to manage the meeting and keep up his game as 

well, to the detriment of his nerves), G. W. Holdship was 4 up 

on F. Hargreaves, C. A. White 1 up on F. M. Douglass, H. G. 

Callaway 2 up on Dr. Gordon Craig after being square at the 

sixteenth, R. Whytt 3 up on R. Robson. The net result was 

that New South Wales took the first interstate teams' 

premiership with 5 games to 2 (11 holes to 6), the score 

reading: 

VICTORIA.                           NEW SOUTH WALES. 

J. D. Howden . . . . . . . sq. v D. G. Soutar . . . . . . sq. 

Hon. M. Scott . . . . . . . . 0 v H. Macneil . . . . . . . .  1 

N. E. Brookes . . . . . . . . 0 v E. P. Simpson . . . . .  1 

H. L. Hyland . . . . . . . . . 1 v E. J. B. Macarthur . .  0 

R. Robson . . . . . . . . . . 0 v R. Whytt . . . . . . . . . .  1 

H. G. Calloway . . . . . .  1 v Dr. G. Craig . . . . . . .  0 

F. Hargreaves . . . . . . . 0 v G. W. Holdship . . . . . 1 

F. M. Douglass . . . . . .  0 v C. A. White . . . . . . .  1 

Friday and Saturday were devoted to the chief event of the 

meeting, the first Open Championship of Australia, which was 

also to serve as qualifying rounds for the amateur 

championship and for a professional match. Some very fine 

golf was anticipated, but though the weather was excellent 

except for wind on part of Saturday, the results generally 

were disappointing. On Friday there were only six cards 

under 80.  

 

 

 

Soutar and Howden particularly seemed to feel the strain of 

their previous day's contest, and Soutar had a very unlucky 

day, his puts continually stopping at the rim. On the two 

rounds Mr. Scott lead with 77 and 74 ð 151, Carnegie Clark 

coming next with 78-77ð155, H. L. Hyland 80-78ð158, E. P. 

Simpson 77-83 ð 160, F. G. Hood 80-80 ð 160, and O. H. 

O'Brien 80-81 ð 161 coming next. 

Thus the professionals, who had been putting up such good 

scores in practice, and last year in the open scratch event at 

Botany distanced all the amateurs but Soutar, only 

contributed two men to the first sixð Clark, of Sydney, and 

Hood, of Auckland.  

A cold westerly wind blew on Saturday. The 'gallery' devoted 

its attention to Mr. Scott, who had a large crowd following 

him, and this judgment proved correct, as, though he did not 

equal his record of the preceding day, he won by 8 strokes 

from the next man, Mr. H. L. Hyland, also a Victorian.  

A 76 in the morning showed in re of Mr. Soutar's form than he 

had exhibited on the preceding day, and brought him up to 

third, a stroke better than Carnegie Clark, who, with a 

splendid chance for the Australasian blue ribbon, lost it 

through sheer nervousness, which seriously affected his 

putting and approaching. J. L. Hutchison tied with him, and F. 

G. Hood, who had been looked on as one of the favourites, 

finished next.  

The results of the four rounds were: ð 

        1st 2nd 3rd 4th   

        Rd. Rd. Rd. Rd. Tot. 

Hon. M. Scott (Vic.)  77  74  89  84  315 

H. L Hyland (Vic.)   80  78  84  81  323 

D. G. Soutar (NSW)  83  82  76  83  324 

 C. Clark (NSW)   78  77  88  82  325 

 J. Hutchison (NSW) 83  79  79  84  325 

 F. G. Hood (N.Z.)  80  80  80  87  327 

E. P. Simpson (NSW)  77  83  90  80  330 

 F. Popplewell (NSW) 84  82  76  88  330 

O. H. OôBrien (NSW)  80  81  88  82  331 

N. E. Brookes (Vic.)  82  81  84  87  334 
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The Golf Championships (cont.) 

 

        1st 2nd 3rd 4th   

        Rd. Rd. Rd. Rd. Tot.  

H. Macneil (NSW)   85  86  81  82  334 

 G. L. Martin (NSW)  80  85  81  89  335 

 L. H. Harper (Vic.)  82  82  86  87  337 

J. D. Howden (Vic.)   83  86  88  81  338 

E. J. B. Macarthur (NSW) 82  82  92  85  341 

 V. East (NSW)   86  81  90  87  344 

J. Russell (Scotland)  84  87  84  90  345 

F. Hargreaves (Vic.)  93  84  82  86  345 

Clyde Pearce (Tas.)  84  92  83  87  346 

 A. Maclaren (Vic.)  85  92  84  87  348 

H. G. Callaway (Vic.)  82  90  91  87  350 

 J. Hunter (NSW)  86  86  84  95  351 

 R. S. Banks (Vic.)  91  81  92  87  351 

R. Whytt (NSW)    89  88  89  87  353 

F. G. Braithwaite (NSW) 100  86  82  87  355 

Gordon Craig (NSW)  91  93  84  88  356 

J. Sands (NSW)    93  84  87  92  356 

H. B. Gritton (NSW)  85  91  87  94  357 

F. M. Douglass (Vic.)  91  90  89  89  359 

G. W. Holdship (NSW)  90  93  86  90  359 

R. Colquhoun (NSW)  89  87  94  91  361 

R. Robson (Vic.)   87  93  90  91  361 

R. J. Pope (NSW)   87  90  91  98  366 

 J. Scott (NSW)   93  87  94  92  366 

N. J. Holmes (NSW)  89  96  87  95  367 

C. L. Mackenzie (NSW) 89  89  96  94  368 

G. Wilder (Eng.)    91  94  90    100  375 

A. W. H. Padfield (NSW) 92  90  93    101  376 

F. A. A. Russell (NSW)   101  95  90  92  378 

  

 

        1st 2nd 3rd 4th   

        Rd. Rd. Rd. Rd. Tot.  

 F. OôBrien (NSW)  87  96  99  Retôd. 

H. G. Haines (Tas)   98  90  98  Retôd. 

E. Frazer (NSW)   96  95  89  Retôd. 

H. Swift (S.A.)    92  92  Retôd. 

C. M. Garrard (NSW)  92  98  Retôd. 

C. E. Varley (Vic)     102  Retôd. 

F. A. Thorpe (NSW)    106  Retôd. 

 The names indented are professionals. 

Thus the 16 amateurs qualified for the amateur championship 

rounds included all to Dr. Gordon Craig, who secured the last 

place by tossing Mr Sandes, of Gunning, for it. The eight 

professionals were down lo and including Maclaren. The 

champion's four rounds were: ð 

5, 5, 4, 4, 4, 4, 3. 5, 6 (40); 5, 2, 4, 5, 5, 4, 4, 4, 4 (37)= 77. 

5, 5, 4, 2, 6, 4, 3, 6, 5 (42); 4, 3, 4, 4, 4, 4, 3, 3, 4 (33)= 74. 

6, 6, 5, 5, 4, 4, 4, 3, 5 (42); 5, 4, 4, 4, 3, 5, 3, 6, 4, (38)=80. 

5, 5, 6, 3, 4, 3, 3, 6, 7 (42) ; 4, 4, 5, 5, 4, 5, 5, 6, 4 (42)=84. 

Mr. Scott belongs to the Royal Melbourne, Victoria, and 

Drouin clubs. The lastnamed is a Gippsland club, of which 

the new champion is captain, and he entered from it. He 

comes of an athletic family.  

His sister retired unbeaten after thrice winning the world's 

ladies' championship, in which she was regarded as 

invincible. Her portraits, showing a remarkably supple swing, 

are familiar to all readers or golf literature. His brother is a 

leading amateur.  

The Hon. M. Scott himself is a medium-sized Hercules, 

possessed of remarkable muscular development and great 

strength. He has been four years in Victoria, but until lately 

had few opportunities of working up his game on the 

Melbourne courses. His golf was learned originally on the 

Westward Ho course. 

ððððððððððð 

This article covering the inaugural Australian Openðcontested at 

the Australian Golf Clubðappeared in The Sydney Mail and New 

South Wales Advertiser in September 1904,  
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Captainôs Report 

ñTo the Foreò - Ross Howard 

 

Hi to all AGHS members and readers of The Brassie. 

Since we ñspokeò late last year, several events have been 

played in 2017. In keeping with our plan to play each month, 

two 18 hole events have been played at Randwick in January 

and at Beverley Park in February. All the results and reports 

are on the website andðthankfullyð those days have been 

blessed with delightful Sydney weather. 

As I write this report, again the inclement weather has forced 

the second postponement of the 2017 Dan Cullen Trophy 

event. A third booking has been made at Long Reef for 

Thursday, April 20
th
 at 2:00 p.m. for this well supported 

event., so please mark it down in your diaries.  

Now with a busy April, do not forget the Kiama Hickory 

Challenge event on Sunday 30
th
 at 9:00 a.m., and then the   

J. J. Paine event at Windsor Country Golf Club on Monday 8
th 

May at 8:30 a.m., by coincidence my late Dad Alôs birthday 

104 years ago.  

The J. J. Paine event celebrates the playing of golf at 

Gosper's Paddock in 1905, the first in the Windsor area. 

While it has not been definitively proven, current research 

suggests that the practice fairway at the adjacent Rum Corps 

Barracks Golf Course is built on or about Gosper's Paddock.  

 

This event is jointly coordinated by the Windsor Country Golf 

Club, the Hawkesbury Historical Society and the Australian 

Golf Heritage Society, and forms part of the 2017 Australian 

Heritage Festival .  

This joint venture is the first such exercise we have 

undertaken and your support on the day will be greatly 

appreciated, also my thanks to Vicki, Steve and Barry 

Leithhead for their assistance in registering the event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I encourage members and guests to attend both the above 

events plus the ñShow & Tellò days, they are great fun and 

the items always produce amazing information and generate 

interesting discussion.  

Also, I again urge you to consider putting in your diary a trip 

to the Southern Highlands to play in the Craigieburn Cup 

event, currently scheduled for Sunday 17
th
 September. We hit 

off at 12 noon, play 18 holes with a scratch & handicap event. 

It is a great little course with the original 100-year-old layout 

intact and the nine greens ñattackedò from 18 tees. Also on 

the following Friday (22
nd
) the Australian Hickory Shaft 

Championship will be scheduled.  

Later in the year the AGHS will host the Al Howard Trophy 

event and plans are afoot to utilise ACT courses as the venue 

of an expanded series of competitions (a la Ryder Cup).  

A colleague mentioned that some footage was on Youtube 

showing Jordan Spieth using hickories, please see https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXy6LgSvfO0 too short but 

interesting, also an additional clip https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=ssQBL3_X4CY set in Europe. 

Hope to see you all soon on the course. 

Ross Howard 

Captain 

 

 

Barry Leithhead drives up the ninth fairwayð                                
2016 J. J. Paine Trophy 

The field at the 2016 J. J. Paine 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/ahf_event/j-j-paine-trophy/#.WOxeTuyODnc.facebook
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/ahf_event/j-j-paine-trophy/#.WOxeTuyODnc.facebook
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXy6LgSvfO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXy6LgSvfO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssQBL3_X4CY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssQBL3_X4CY
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The U.S. Hickory Open, hosted by the Society of Hickory 

Golfers, makes its West Coast debut at the historic Del Monte 

Golf Club in Monterey, Calfornia, July 10-12, 2017. 

Operated by Pebble Beach Resorts, Del Monte is a landmark 

course that has played an instrumental role in popularizing 

golf in the West since its inception in 1897. 

The U.S. Hickory Open is a fixture of the Society of Hickory 

Golfers and represents their premier hickory golf tournament 

of the year. Over 100 Hickory Players from throughout the 

United States, Canada and Europe will participate in this 

event using wood shafted clubs conforming to the era from 

before 1935. The winning score last year was just 7-over par. 

The 2017 USHO is the fourth and final of the major 

ñchampionship seriesò events of the SoHG in the 2016-17 

season. Players compete, year round, for total points, akin to 

the famed FedEx Cup and the PGA Tour. 

About Del Monte 

Only a few visitors to the Hotel Del Monte in 1897 would have 

heard about, much less played, the newest craze in sports 

sweeping America: the game of golf. Golf was introduced to 

California in 1892 when a recent English immigrant, Charles 

E. Maud, laid out the Pedley Farms Golf Course (later to 

become known as Victoria Golf Club) in Riverside, some 60 

miles east of Los Angeles. Interest in golf grew rapidly and 

the 1890s saw many new golf courses being built. By 1900 

there were nearly 100 golf courses in California. 

In the Bay area, the Burlingame Golf Club, still in existence 

today, was the first to organise in 1893. It was followed by the 

Presidio Golf Course in 1895. The Hotel Del Monte Golf Links 

came soon after in 1897, with Maud as its architect. The nine-

hole course measured 2219 yards. At the time, the Hotel Del 

Monte was a popular destination resort for the ñsmart setò and 

included a polo field and a race track. 

In spring of 1901, the former U.S. Open champions gave an 

exhibition at Del Monte. Del Monte hosted the inaugural 

amateur and open championships of the newly formed Pacific 

Coast Golf Association, comprising clubs from California, 

Oregon and Washington, Some regard thos open 

championship as the first California State Open, won by 

Scotsman Robert Johnstone, club professional at Presidio, 

with a score of 148 for 36 holes. The course was expanded in 

1903, becoming the first golf course in California to boast 18 

holes. 

Today, only two of Californiaôs earliest golf courses remain in 

operation: Del Monte Golf Course and at the Presidio in San 

Francisco. 

ððððððððððð 

Members of the AGHS have had success at the U.S. Hickory 

Open in the past, and the Society of Hickory Golfers would be 

pleased for the opportunity to welcome Australian participants 

to the 2017 event.  

Players may get further information and  register their entry 

by following the link in the box below, or download 

information direct from the AGHS website by following this 

link. 

 

U.S. Hickory Open Schedule 

Monday July 10 

7:30 a.m.ð6:00 p.m.                                            

Practice Rounds. Schedule your practice round with 

the Pro Shop at Del Monte Golf Course ð              

831-373-2700.                                                                     

5:00 p.m.ð7:30 p.m.                                             

Welcome reception and Club Swap/Trade Show. 

Hors dôoeuvres served. 

Tuesday, July 11 

9:30 a.m.                                                                 

First round 2017 U.S. Hickory Open.                                                                     

6:00 p.m.                                                               

Tournament dinner and raffle drawing. 

Wednesday, July 12 

9:30 a.m.                                                                 

Second round 2017 U.S. Hickory Open.                                                                     

2:00 p.m.                                                                

Results and prize presentations. 

Details and registration:         

www.hickorygolfers.com/us-hickory-open/  

http://www.australiangolfheritage.org.au/hickorynews.html#2017USHick
http://www.australiangolfheritage.org.au/hickorynews.html#2017USHick
http://www.hickorygolfers.com/us-hickory-open/
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Unpaid junior apprentice course designer and part-

time commando Ross Howard resumes his always 

entertaining recollections of the experiences of 

youth under the tutelage of his father, the renowned 

Australian course designer Al Howard.  

The year is 1957 (I was 12) and the site is Mona Vale Golf 

Club on Sydneyôs northern beaches. A bit of history to set the 

scene:  

ñWhen World War II broke out many club members enlisted 

and the Commonwealth exercised its right to establish a 

camp on part of the course. To prevent or stall a feared 

invasion by Japanese forces a tank trap was built across the 

course from Turrimetta to Mona Vale heads and barbed wire 

entanglements erected next to the beach.  

Although the influx of defence forces to the area briefly lifted 

the clubôs bar sales, the clubhouse was later commandeered 

for use as administration offices and officersô mess for the 

nearby army camp. 

With the end of the war and the filling in of the tank trap and 

removal of the barbed wire entanglements the club resumed 

its place in local life, but the course had been damaged and 

downgraded by the military activities and it was not until 1947 

that the course was reopened.ò
1
 

Step forward to 1956 and the local council agrees to leasing 

further land to the course to construct a further 9 holes. 

Dad was duly engaged to design and supervise the 

construction of the additional holes. This area was effectively 

adjacent to Pittwater Road and to the east of same in the 

vicinity of what isðtodayð the Mona Vale Hospital.                                                                                       

 

 

So again, with full bush bashing gear on (as described in 

previous editions) we ventured forth from Mona Vale Road 

heading east for the allocated site. The area was very 

overgrown with vines, lantana, blackberries and tree shrubs 

associated with coastal areas. After instructions from the old 

man, I headed off for the appointed tree and was soon to stop 

and explain that my progress seemed to be halted by vines 

and bushes.  

After investigation, it was determined that the Armyôs efforts 

in the ñremoval of the barbed wire entanglementsò had in fact 

been less than effective, and I was actually in said 

entanglements.  

 

A lengthy extraction process was required and a subsequent 

visit to the doctors to ensure my tetanus shots were up to                                                                   

date. Needless to say, my clothing & protective gear were 

very second hand after that engagement, not to mention the 

numerous cuts to my legs and arms.  

 

The Mona Vale layout in the years immediately prior to World War II. 
The scrub centre-right is where Lance-Corporal Howard found him-

self hanging on the old barbed wire.3 

The post-war Mona Vale clubhouse back in the hands of the     
members.2 

Course construction at Mona Vale.4 


