Brassie n.
‘In place

and less than a spoon,

of the many spoons of 1 nearly bygone age, there

is shod or soled, with brass,

In Horace Hutchins

has come into use

a club named ‘the brassie®. This weapon, lofred somewhar more than a driver

whereby its wielder is

enabled to play off roads and hard lies without injury to the head.”

on’s Badminton Golf (1890).

Captain’s Corner

The Golf

of Australia

Collectors Society

mad

The Hickory Invitation event at | concave face was banned in 1931

Rosnay on Thursday 7 July was ywhen it was ruled that it was possi-  yolume 3 Issue 3

attended. A total of 19 members g ble to hit the ball twice, once on the

visitors hit off in bright sunshine w bottom of the club and once on the  ggptember 2005

the course in good condition. The|top of the concave; 2) a Royal Dal-

event was a two person Ambrose|t on & Bunni ki nsd plate datin

with a member paired with a visitq around 1900, with a scene depicting, , s i ge t hi s ils

to ease the introduction to the gar bunnies playing golf; 3) a left handed

of hickory golf. driver block, in rough form half way| pc anderson 2
through production. The club wag | A Developer of Golf in

Peter Read was in good form,halt o be a &éscarr gd_—_woodd, a

just returned from England and Ird about 1900. From the Museum 6

land where he won the British ang

World Senior Leftie Championshif Barry Leithhead showed thi¢ PGA Trade Show 6

Peter played with Bob Ivory a mel Tayloautograph clubs from his col- [ tne Heritage of Golf 7

ber of the Woolooware Club. Bob|lection and told how he presented 3

had never played with hickory clu

before and although very hesitant| | I 1

hitthe ball early in the game, quich 1 &

caught onto the fact that they can| |

used with some force. His greateq | |

success on the day came from thq | |

putter, which he quickly mastered| | |

and sank some very nice 10 footg | )

which in the end provided a winniy | |

contribution.

After the game and presentations

the focus turne

where members brought along an

item or two to explain their intereg

in collecting. Tom showed a watef JH Tayloautograph mashie niblickpes Froneman showed the

iron, like a niblick but with a large [ with a brand mark also on the shaffeautiful set of replica Old

hole in the face. This club belonggto the Zadco Golf Society in Abu| Tom Morris clubs, including

the NSWGA and is being assessg Dhabi. Barry had a project there padbng nosed driver. These

for accession by the Museum. when in Devon, UK before going| clubs go with membership
back to Abu Dhabiin2001foundo f t he o6 Keeper

Peter Read brought along three |the club in a second hand barn andr e e n & 6 ascoagtablg t y

items of interest: 1) a concave fad an old book of British Open Chamgroup that raises funds for

mashi e ni bl i ck, |pionsinanearbytown. JH Taylordisabled people.

Crownd, aut ogr a|wonthe Open five times with an

Scottish International 1962908. |averagewinning margin of 6.2 Peter Read

Des Froneman commented that tl| strokes!
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Peter Corsar Anderson
d a Developer of Golf in Australia

Gol f in
country®o

—h

Australia was

who brought it
That foundation was developed by others who follo
the founders, men like Peter Corsar Anderson.

Peter Anderson had two passions in his lonydiie-

cation and golf. Anderson was already an accompli
Scot when at age 25 he arrived in Australia in 1896
ing graduated from the old St Andrews University w
MA and post graduate studies in Divinity. Anderson
also graduated from the OIld Course at St Andrews,

course record of 80, which was 4 under bogie. His ¢
was so good that in 1893 when only 22, he won the
ish Amateur Championship at Prestwick, beating JH

hoped for a better climate in Australia.

Arriving in Albany, then the major port in Western A
tralia, he met his elder brother Mark who was a shig

south from Perth, where the Antarctic wind first ass
the golf course. Mark suggested Peter settle in Mel-
bourne, where he had been Champion of Royal Me
bourne Golf Club in 1893. Peter did not delay and w
a short time had taken up a tutoring position with a
to-do farming family at Mansfield, 90kms north east

Geelong Grammar School (GGS) and became a mg
of Geelong Golf Club (GG@n e xt pi c wi

and the desire to find suitable ground on which to p Y

he played often and well, holding for half a season the

Laidlay. However, he was in poor health with pleurigy

agent there and also a fine golfer. Albany is some 3§0KRfleads course at Geelong although the course

Melbourne. Six months later he was appointed a maggiadrn accent captivated us and he joined the boy

of 79 for, GGGC and he 76 i]n }8

reduced._it,to
ggnadreecord trl?a%' togd%rﬂilpléoﬁ when his.broth

Vf%a six successive years until 1903. Not surprisingly
long won the Victorian State Pennants Championsh
from 18991901 and tied with Royal Melbourne GC i
19Q2. It is reported that in 1904 Peter Anderson wo
"bennant match 16 up! The Riversdale Cup was an i

SMant event and he won that in 89ghd 1902. Mar
hgg won that Cup in 1896, its first year.

where

> . Lo 3
a0 e
OB LT

Consider the clubs Peter played with, bought from
Morris, paying 2/for a head and 1/6 for a hickory sh
from America. His most expensive club was a brass
which cost 5/6. He won the Amateur Championship
1893 at Prestwick with six clubs; a brassie;isomic

cleek (for long approaches), a mashie, a niblick, an
wooden putter he also used for the short game. As
serve, he had a driver, which he did not use. At Geé
GC is it said he used only four clubs; driver, cleek, 1
and putter and rarely carried a bag for his clubs.

P.C. Anderson was reported to be one of those wh
lected the new site for the Royal Melbourne Course
WShat Clubds old | inks W
rojects. He is also credited with laying out the

AHBE open until 1907, well after he had gone to Perth

A, Geel ong Grammar st udsg
th®Andi ed) joined the sc
’Yﬁﬂnship at St Andrews and was naturally an idol in
es of the sports loving community. His very broag

14

*[BRR¥fly juniors) on their excursions into the bush the

duttourfdifgart8 & @delbng. Khowing nothing wha
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If his golfing results are an indicator, Peter regainegl his
health quickly. Within a year he had set the course fecord

geand i o
M rkerédﬁced it‘ﬁ)} asi gIeaStPoI%e! Peetgrtwon'th@ﬁ & me
ampionship held at GGC in 1898 and was Chamjpion
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er of Australia and its bush life, he welcomed these
and in them learned something of the conditions of
adopted countryo.

The GGS Quarterly repor
golf clubs down to the river on several occasions, a
kindly given some of the fellows some hints on how
use them, in the raceurse paddock. One of the fello
did not seem to be very enamoured of the game, de
ing it as O6the most dan
of course spoke from s

Geelong. He was a Master at the GGS senior scho
189699 and in Charge of the Preparatory School frg
18991900. In 1899 Peter Anderson married Agnes
rietta Macartney, the sister of the student he tutored
Mansfield and granddaughter of the Anglican Dean
Melbourne who in 1855 was one of the founders of
long Grammar School. Peter and Agnes became pa3
to six sons and seven daughters. He left GGS in 19
set up his own school,
Peter might not have contested the 1904 Geelong
championship, having moved to Perth, and it was w
Mark Anderson, the first of his three championships
Geelong (also 1907 and 1912). He was made a life
ber of GGC in 1917. Mark also won the Royal Mel-
bourne Championship five times, the first time in 18
(Easte® the event was played twice a year in 1893
1894) and then in 1894
nice quote in the RMGC history from Mr Balfour
Melville, who won an Australian Amateur title but ca
never beathiminaClubevd@ M L Ander
seemed to sink aMarlowagrunp
nerup in the 1905 Australian Amateur Championsh
Royal Melbourne. In the 12 years between 1903 an

onship nine times.

In 1904, P.C. Anderson became Headmaster at Sd
College Perth, W.A., where the first four years must
been an alibsorbing challenge for Anderson, the ed
tor.

He was intent on developing the learning of student
spite the school ds bein
that the governors were thinking of closing it down.
school was sited in grossly inadequate temporary p
es and was moved to a new site at Swanbourne, se
miles (10 km) west of Perth, where a benefactor off
land. Anderson at once insisted that, unlike his pred
sor, he should participate in council meetings, and s
proved himself a vigorous organizer capable of ens
the success of the move.

PC Anderson developed substantially as an educajat$of Fire

1914, Royal Melbourne won the State Pennant Chgmpi-

days

hidnderson brought to Scotch College a model of
6godliness and manlines
a Scottish Presbyterian
dissiplinagaMwhos& maineintesest was m apert, and
wbasgh not an educationa
foeader. The notion of 0
\WWeeart of late nineteeathe nt ury o mus c U
$erib-coined in response to the work of Charles King
gssociatad svith mbagiazings likiBtloey csed  V@ad ae
hodt ofgpopplag bobks likeoen® . B r o w naddCor-
al Islandind in recent years portrayed in filmsQHari-

| from

HEFO8 and then it is where no course or Club exists.
@ollege is within sound of the ocean and Anderson
aft hers thought vacant |
(BHee-making of a golf course.
|rents
DOto 0OWestward towards th
St . rouglagraveatitaak striiggled up theshidl from g
tesloe Railway Station and lost itself in the sc
5C Broome Street. It was early June 1908, and tl
on by group of men who trudged up the naturally ve
at tated hill, battled against a driving westerly wi
mem- the coastline. Among them were F. D. North,
of the earliest residents of Cottesloe, J. M. Dr
03 mond, T. Robertson and P. C. Anderson of
hnd ~ Scotch College. Their common interests werg
( t wdesire tp play @of &8 to eonsttuctth&irSoé/n
One, Anderson, thought wistfully of his native
uld
s 0 n had ¢amsied yim to the very pinnacle of golf ag
u t t Bribsh Amatewe CharBpiom Whaba contrast b
p at tween Scotland and this almost inhospitable A
ol tralian coastline. Yet, beneath the drab scrub
sandbhills of Cottesloe, Anderson could see th
possibilities of firstlass greens, tees and fairw
It was worth a try. A few nights later, oh June
otch 1908, before a log fire in the local Albion Hote
have Commercial Room, 16 men met and agreed t
uca- f orm the Cottesl oe G

s heis was the origin of the Cottesloe Golf Club and
dersonnalosguvgéhhNC &owhegpic nexttpage) elesig
théhe cour se aptly named
repesing of the-Bole course by the State Governor o
\elth September 1909 was only 15 months after the i
bcedhmittee meeting. A year or so before, Anderson
ecaghe first nine holes of the Royal Fremantle cours
@ miles south of Perth.

iring

mVe hear a mention of Anderson in relation to golf i
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In the first two years Anderson won major events af
Sea View course, was appointed Captain in 1912 a
of the Clubds del egates
Association in 1913. Fowlie set the initial course req
bettered by Anderson in 1913 (77) and again in 191
Fowlie was State Amateur Champion in 1914. Andg
won the Club Championship twice (1917, 1919) wh
handicap was +4 and his age almost 50.

It is recounted that two Scotch College students, R
Forbes and K. A. Barker were invited by their illustri
headmaster to play a round of golf with him. Feeling
pleased with themselves after the completion of the|
game, one of the students on returning to the Clubh
said 6Sir would you ca
young man, I should Iik
the student dug deep into his pocket and produced
shilling note which he laid on the counter. The chan
however, was picked up and pocketed by Anderson
costly but subtle reprimand for the young players. F

tween 1921 and 1938.

activities of a few boys from Scotch who developed
practice of trespassing on the course on Saturday mo

ings. When the chair man
Bossd to exercise more
ceived the reply: 061 1o

weekd someone else can worry about them in the w
end?®d

P.C. Anderson won the last of his four Club trophy
events in 1928 at the age of 57. He was a Committe
member from the CI ubdd&in
1915 he was appointed Vice President, a position h

Clubds first Il i fe membe
new course at Swanbourne in 1931, near Scotch C
on seaside dunes/links land with few trees, 5 kms fi
Sea View. Anderson appears to have played no offi

would later win the Club Championship ten times bg-

Another story told of P. C. Anderson arose from the

for 40 years until his death in 1955. He was appointd89H8
yery,dlﬁlculillgs aid each ime TmsapkgdhimBew hg pe

part in the move. Although the CGC History records
he 6continued to make a
tabli shment of the pres
does not appear in any of the records of the commif
who created that course. Perhaps the designers Re
Stevenson consulted him informally, perhaps even

larly. Given their inexperience in golf course design
woul d seem feasible for

ogrand ol d mandé who had
known courses. However, the original CGC Swanbq
course would appear to have been largely or even
the creation of WA Rees and TD Stevenson.

thdere was evident dissatisfaction with this original
sighbecause the Club engaged Alex Russell only a
years later GL@34) \Maeredesign the couigecomplete
gkl I 6s routing, totally
Ahgshen traditional single loop of 18 héleme holes
@ghand nine holes back, like so many famous courg
bpUGIR as St Andrews. This Russell routing has large
vived today and surely it would have been more to
dersonds |iking. The Se
@j trees, on ground that slopes down to the sea.
pus

Wfy Andersonds brother
around 1913. He stayed there, apparently, for the re
slgteof his life; was Albany Golf Club president in-29
ang fathes of BilhandiJean whe wege dpniingrd Alks
golfess ardrg@f Clubadmirisiatols of fhe next gen
Higgh It is not known from Club records whether Mar
gion any Albany Club Championships (which would
lai kely) but he quite ob
gihesn 6 of t he Al bany GC.

h

Presumably the Anderson brotherhood started the |
close relationship between the Albany and Cotteslo
Clubs which, if not as strong today as once it was, 3
dnvolves annual Club visits.

T'BefeXteésf'OB %f ﬁ'%ﬂny@g ‘FFHWu ”'{‘et t%eéghteae@
tBhepped rt gﬁy
Srlﬂy desigred By aWOtHeé COFteﬁ'QetA'i‘d@f id, g
decCO0s professional [

The Albany GC history records that Mark was an e
tric soul who preferred to putt with a 5 iron. There is
,étory about him related by Tim Catling, son of Tom.
PEamdCAL! | AA1YBEN AP |

SAR|R dour Scot given to playing his golf in silence.
e round, Mark played two remarkable shots fr

i and each time Mark explained and apart from
not speak at all. At the end of the round, Tom

ol

[

rorght, you're a nice | a

[taanked MLA very much and the reply was "that's af
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Peter An
great passions fo
education and go
were played out i
three distant are- &
nasd St Andrews |
in Scotland, and ™
Geelong and
Perth in eastern
and western Aus-
tralia. Not only
was Peter Ander-
S o mdssion for
each at a high ley %
but his persistenc
and determinatiol
through difficult
times of world
wars and the Great Depression were a significant te
ny to his character, as was the quality of his golf.

5
oL

60The history of golf in
transplanted to Australia and the development of ga
once there. Peter Anderson stands tall in both thesg
mensions of our history. The heritage of golf he bro
to Australia, in how he played the game, the clubs
and his understanding of the game and the course
which it is played, came from the foundation of golf,
the OId Course, St Andrews.

When we think of people like Peter Corsar Andersd
recognise and respect the people who were the fou
and developers of golf in this country, on whose shc

standards of play, and whose passion was encoura
young golfers to play the game well, in its true spirit
These are the shoulders on which we modern Austr
golfers stand. Such is the history of golf in Australia

Compiled by Barry S Leithhead,
4 August 2005

With generous contributions gratefully received fror
Alasdair Courtney, Archivist, Scotch College Perth,
colm Purcell and Fatima Pandor of Perth, Michael B
D Collins Persse, Keeper of the Archives, Geelong
Grammar School, Ms Moira Drew, Museum Curatof
Australian Golf Union/Golf Society of Australia and
chivist, Royal Melbourne Golf Club, Graham McEag

\[ in 2004 so it is important that we do so this year. St

ders were the burdens of building Clubs, courses and thd4th Hickory Club Championship, to be held on

The Societies Challenge

11 October at Woodlands GC, in Melbourne. Th

Challenge, between GCSA and the Golf Society
Australia, is a match play handicap team event, he
year, alternating between Sydney and Melbourne.
holder the Al Howard Trophy, was unable to send &

events will be held on the trip to Melbourne and for
stilags on the Mornington Peninsular after the Challg
Contact Henry Paterson on 0407 264 668 so you
participate in this great event
Australiad is both how
If
b di-
ight
e used
g
at

2005 Australian Hickory Club
Championship

n, we
hders
ul- The Auburn Links is once again the venue for th

ping Thursday 19th November 2004 withdfitfrom
12.30pm. Well suited to hickory play and laid out 4

Handicap and Womenods e
with the Championshifphe events will be decided o
18 holes stroke play. In the event of a tie there will
threehole play off then sudden death. Champions
h trophies will be awarded. Hickory shafted clubs muy
Mare-1940 and hire sets are available. Light refreshr
de will be served following the tournament.

forThe application form is enclosed with this edition
\r-TheBrassidor return to Tom Moore or Peter Read
hran Friday 4th November, 2005.

of Cottesloe GC History Group, Carol Hardie, daug
of Bill Anderson and granddaughter of ML Anderso

Collectors Society.

and recognising the encouragement from John Peafson,
Editor of Through The Gresmagazine of the British Galf

ter

alianHoward, Auburn is a varied and enjoyable track..

The Societies Challenge is to be held on Tuesday
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News from the Museum

Bruce Nairn, former President of the AGU and NSW é%"

has accepted nomination as Chair of the Australian
toric Golf Trust. Bruce, who takes over from Geoff

Scott, National President of P@Wstralia, will bring a
wealth of experience to the Trust that will assist the
velopment program. As well, Peter Toogood, forme
Australian Amateur Champion, leading amateur in t
1954 British Open and founder of the Golf Museum
Bothwell, Tasmania has accepted a position as Tru

golf books and Erwin Huber are assessing the booK
determine what others are needed for a first class R
rce Centre. If you would like to help or have boo
u would like to donate, contact Erwin on 9389 54

en established, the Resource Centre will be an i
research space for Golf Club Historians and others.

dleo_m Moore was invited by the PGA to give an insig
H‘ to golf history to the Trainee Professionals. The s¢
§ vered both stories about old time Pros and a den
5 @tion of club conservation. Reports from attendeg

people they told were very complimentary and this ¢
,cpurages us to see how we can develop and exteng
@ﬂ seumbds Education Prog

€en prepared (see page 7) and if you would like to

a)

’gngl% on it, contact Barry Leithhead on 9652 1430.

The PGA of Australia has announced that it will mg
the $5,000 grants of the NSWGA and WGNSW. As
the PGA is providing staff to assist implementing th
Collection database system. With these contributior

indications of more in 2006, the Museum Development . o
Plan gets a real boost. If you would like to share in th e NSW Golf Association has again invited GCSA

: provide its display at the NSW Open, to be held at t
action, contact Peter Read on 9871 3728. Liverpool Golf Club over 120 November, 2005. Mak

(é:/(lgz; (%/%Jr q{ri%'t th@ttrzglgttk en.yqu at{erp]d éhis YR

Wor k has started to cat
Au lan Open.

Resource Centre. Julia Hoffman, a specialist coIIecl

GCSA at the PGA Trade Show & Centenary Open

Tom Moore with help from local GCSA member Noel Pittard and legendary Shark teacher Charlie Earp
very successful display at the PGA Trade Show held on the Gold Coast in early August. The Star Guest
von Nida who stopped at the booth for almost an hour and kept the constant stream of visitors entertain
interesting account of his |l ong |ife and ti mes
set the standard for professional golf and encouraged many professionals to play in overseas tourname

Enquiries about hickory events came from Royal Pines GC Queensland and the National GC Victoria.

The PGA is celebrating its Centenary Championship this year at Coolum on the Queensland Sunshine (
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There is interest in forming a Queensland Chapter of GCSA as soon as there is a viable number of menpbers.

Coast fror

1-4 December and GCSA is providing a special hickory feature inAme 8avell as the usual display.

OThe Tomhsd f avoulrite story

Tom Mooreds favourite |[story of The von
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